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Overview of the QER

Objectives

ÅIntegrated view of short-, intermediate-, and 
long-term objectives for Federal energy policy.

ÅStrong analytical basis for decision-making.

ÅOutline of legislative proposals to Congress.

ÅExecutive actions (programmatic, regulatory, 
fiscal, etc.) across multiple agencies.

ÅResource requirements for RD&D and incentive 
programs.
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Building on Previous Work

ÅFirst installment (QER 1.1) proposed 63 recommendations regarding transmission, storage, and 
distribution infrastructure.

Å21 recommendations fully or partially implemented into law through bipartisan support in Congress.

Å16 state and national energy organizations issued public statements of support.

ÅMore than 30 countries received overview briefings.

ÅImplementation Report Cardpublished in November 2016.
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QER Scope and Context

QER 1.1
QER 1.2

Central Finding of QER 1.2

The electricity system is the enabler for accomplishing three key national goals: 
(1) improving the economy, (2) protecting the environment, and (3) increasing 

national security. As a critical and essential national asset, it is a strategic imperative to 
protect and enhance the value of the electricity system through modernization and 

transformation. 
3



QUADRENNIAL ENERGY REVIEW | Second Installment

Framing National Goals
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QER 1.2QER 1.1
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Electricity Demand Gross Domestic Product

National Goal: Economic Competitiveness

ÅWith some of the lowest 
electricity prices in the 
developed world, the U.S. 
electricity sector supports the 
economic competitiveness of 
U.S. goods and services in both 
domestic and global markets.

ÅAlmost all economic sectors 
now rely, in varying degrees, 
on highly interconnected, data-
driven, and electricity-
dependent systems to manage 
operations and provide 
services.

ÅThree electricity-reliant areas 
of the economy�v online talent 
platforms, big-data analytics, 
and the Internet of Things�v
could increase GDP by as much 
as $2.2 trillion in 2025.

U.S. GDP and Electricity Demand Growth Rates, 1950ς2040

Source: Energy Information Administration, 2016

Historically Move in Tandem

Energy efficiency measures 
help control costs, improve 

performance and productivity 
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